
RICKY
HATTON
Britain’s favourite world champion talks to us 
aBout life since stepping out of the ring and 
into the world of coaching.
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“

...then I realIsed that "Oh It's prObably Over". y'knOw , 
yOu've nOt gOt that fIre that yOu need and that yOu've
 had fOr all these years and I realIsed that 12 mOnths

 agO and Instead Of annOuncIng It then I put It Off and 
put It Off, and bIt by bIt I drOve myself Insane."

f
ollowing a prolonged spell 
away from the ring, ricky hat-
ton officially bring an end to 
an illustrious career span-
ning 47 fights and 5 world ti-
tles with just two defeats.

now, Britain’s most heavily supported 
champion of all time lifts the lid on that 
decision and tells us all about his current 
work with his hatton promotions stable.

sO It's been a few mOnths sInce yOu 
OffIcIally hanged  up yOur glOves. 
Just hOw hard a decIsIOn was that 
tO make and hOw lOng dId It take 
yOu tO cOme tO thIs cOnclusIOn? 

Yeah it was a very, very hard decision 
to make; probably the hardest decision 
I’ve had to make in my life really. I left 
school when I was 16 years of age, went 
straight into boxing  then turned pro-
fessional at 18, and to be honest it’s the 
only job I’ve ever had apart from fit-
ting a few dodgy carpets with me dad.  

Yeah. When that’s been your main job 
throughout your whole life, then all of a 
sudden you haven’t got it no more it’s very, 
very difficult. You don’t wanna say no to it. 
It’s well documented how I struggled to cope 
with it but I’ve come out the other end now 
and I’m getting my hands deep into my pro-
moting now taking my license out and I’m 
gonna be a trainer and actually train fighters. 

It’s the hardest decision I’ve had to make but 
now I’ve made it I feel like a weights been lifted 
off my shoulders and I can move on with life.

was that a decision you made alone 
or one that you sat down and dis-
cussed with family and friends?

No not really. No one can advise you what 
to do, you know, different people say “have 
one more fight” and others say “don’t have 
another”.  I’ve had the support of me fam-
ily and my girlfriend and everyone but it’s 
a decision you’ve gotta make on your own 
back I think. You have to sit down do a lot 
of soul searching and, y’know, the deci-
sion has to be the right decision for you. I 
did make the right decision and I wish I’d 
made it twelve months earlier really be-
cause I did know my days were numbered 
and that it probably was time to retire. 

I didn’t do myself any favours by hanging 
on to this dream that was no longer and in 
doing so I spent the last 12 months sulk-
ing about it, getting depressed about it, and 
obviously it’s well documented the trouble I 
got myself in. But now I have done it, I feel 
like a big weights been lifted off my shoul-
ders and I’m a happy chappy again now.

so, no thoughts of returning to the 
ring then?

No. No chance at all no. 

I think the next aim will be to try and be 
the best trainer in the world and the best 
promoter in the world. I certainly didn’t 
think I’d become the best fighter in the 
world when I first started off but that’s what 
I ended up becoming, in my weight divi-
sion,  so why shouldn’t I have the same at-
titude now I’m coaching and promoting? 

You’ve gotta reach for the stars and that’s 
what I’ll be doing in my new ventures now.

you started hatton promotion in 
2009, do you feel that since retir-
ing you've had more time to con-
centrate more on the day to day 
running of the promotion and had 
the chance to flourish in your 
new role?

It has yeah. I’ve got a wonderful stable. As 
a promotion we’ve got the most champi-
ons in the country. I’ve just been awarded 
the European promoter of the year, I’ve 
had two fighters – my brother Matthew 
Hatton and Ryan Rhodes - both fought 
for the WBC Light Middleweight title.

One of my British Champions, Anthony 
Crolla,  fought on the Mayweather-Ortiz 
undercard in Las Vagas. To be honest, I’ve 
done everything and more that I expected 
promoting wise in a little over two years and 
if that’s what we’ve done in the first two years 
then I’d like to think we can reach the top.

you mention matty there; what's it 
like working so closely with a mem-
ber of your family?

Well, the whole team is like a family and I 
think that’s what will set us apart. I don’t 
look at anyone in my team as a business 
associate. I don’t look at any of my fight-
ers as commodities. I think every single 
fighter I promote I like to think I could 
call my friend; every single person I work 
with I can call them a friend. There is a 
real family relationship to it because I’m 
one of the few promoters who’s actu-
ally been in the ring and done it. When 
I speak to fighters and talk to fighters 
they really do take my advice to heart. 

I’ve had some wonderful moments 
in my fighting career and then from 
my promoting point of view, yeah, 
I’ve had some tricky moments but it’s 
those tricky moments where at times I 
feel like I have been a little mistreated.

Because that’s happened to me, I would not 
want to do that to my own fighters. That’s 
what experience I’ve taken into my own pro-
moting; that I’ve been there and done it and 
i know what it’s like to train and get in the 
ring. And sometimes I’ve been treated a little 
bit harshly outside of the ring and my aim is 
to not do that to any of the fighters I’ve got.

is it nice to give something back to 
a sport that was clearly so good to 
you over the years?

Absolutely. I mean it’s due to what the 
sport gave me that I could afford to take 
out a clothing brand, a health and fit-
ness gym, a promotions company and in 
doing that I want to find the next Ricky 
Hatton, Joe Calzaghe or Carl Froch. I 
wanna bring the next one through really. 
Boxing’s given me, my family and my fu-
ture family a wonderful way of living 
and I’d like to give some other youngster 
out there the same same joys that I got 
through boxing and the same life and en-
joyment that I got from it; and I get a huge 
buzz out of getting my fighters champi-
onships and opportunities - that’s my lit-
tle buzz now knowing that I’ve done right 
by my fighters and given them the op-
portunities to live their dreams like I did.

you mention the enjoyment boxing 
gave you personally, as a kid grow-
ing up did you ever dare dream that 
you'd reach the pinnacle of your 
sport?

No not at all, not at all. I always dreamed of 
winning a world title but you never think 
that’ll actually happen. So to win four or 
five of ‘em in two weight divisions and to 
box in Las Vagas, Maddison Square Gar-
dens, and my beloved Manchester City sta-

dium in front of 58,000 that’s just the stuff 
dreams are made of, it really is, and never 
did I ever dream that it would come to this. 

Now it’s gone it’s very very hard to say 
goodbye to but there’s nothing I would 
love better  then to bring a fighter through, 
bring a champion through, to take anoth-
er British kid over to Las Vagas to chal-
lenge for a world title and taking all those 
fans over there - that’ll be the next dream.

with regards to the fan base, your 
following was absolutely colos-
sal. how much did it mean to have 
such a dedicated following ?

It’s still my proudest ever achiev-
ment. You know, when people are 

asked ‘what’s your greatest achiev-
ment in boxing?’ they will generally 

say ‘this fight, or that fight, or when I 
won that belt’, but that was never
 the case for me; I think it was just 

the fan base that I was able 
to produce. 

I won’t be remembered as the best 
British fighter or the best World 

Champion we’ve ever had  but I can 
proudly say that I don’t think one has 
ever had a following like that and to 
be honest that’s the best title anyone 

can have as far as I’m concerned.
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yO u  h e a r  w h I s p e rs 
" O h   h e ' s  a  g r e at 
l a d  h I m .  O h ,  h e ' s  O n e 
O f  u s " .  t h at  J u s t 
m a k e s  I t  a l l  w O rt h -
w h I l e  r e a l ly . 
what would you attribute to that 
unrivalled rapport with the fans?

I would think that because of my style; I 
was very exciting. I was a body puncher and 
I always came forward and was always on 
the attack. I never shied away from fighting 
anybody. I fought Mayweather and Pacqui-
ao; moved up in weight and down in weight 
and I had that little bit of a fearless approach.

But then when I was away from the ring 
I was a bit of a jack the lad and I’d have a 
pint and talk to people. I think the man 
on the street could related to me a little 
bit more, you know. Normally you cant 
get near to footballers or boxers or anyone 
like that but then you’d see me knocking 
about here, there and everywhere and I 
just think that with everything I achieved 
I was never flash or cocky with it and I 
think that’s what the fans could see and 
in many ways they could relate to me. 

yeah definitely. I once met you on a 
train and you was more than happy 
to talk and take photos. you don't 
see that too often from high pro-
filed celebrities.

Absolutely. I mean, something that is 
so shocking to people is that you give 
your time to people and you take time 
out of your schedule to have pictures 
and autographs and speak to people. 

It’s quite rare for many but it was dead easy 
for me and was just a natural thing to do. So 
in many ways it’s strange that people praise 
me for it but y’know it’s very nice when you 
hear people speaking after you’ve stopped 
and had a picture. You hear whispers  “Oh 
he’s a great lad him. Oh, he’s one of us”. 
That just makes it all worthwhile really.

as the people's, what would you say 
was your career defining moment?

My career defining moment was when I 
beat Kostya Tszyu. He was the number 1 
in the weight division and the undisputed 
champion and even ranked number 2 in 
the pound-for-pound rankings. He was a 
formidable champion knocking everybody 
out left, right and centre and everybody 

thought I was going in there to be like a 
lamb to the slaughter.
 
But I broke his heart, I made him quit in 
his stool at the end of the 11th round and 
as it was just the occasion of Manchester, 
22,00 people at 2’o clock in the morning. It 
was just that I was such a massive underdog 
that it was really looked at as a bit of a mis-
match. So to win like I did – you can be the 
World Champion nowadays , but it doesn’t 
mean you’re the number one in the division 
because there’s so many different belts now. 
But to have the number one in the division 
and to beat a legend such as Kostya Tszyu 
who’s one of the best Light Welterweight’s 
of all time is then that goes without saying.

do you miss that day to day training 
for a big fight?

Yeah, every single day. But y’know, I finished 
with the boxing and I was dwelling on it and 
dwelling on it and getting involved with me 
promoting, which I was really enjoying. 
Just recently I’ve started going back in the 
gym a little bit more and every day working 
with my fighters and having the banter and 
the laugh with ‘em and it’ll never replace the 
real thing of going into a training camp but 
I find it’s the closest thing: going in there 
and working with the lads training together 
and showing them a move here and there 
that’s gotta be my next goal and that’s why 
I’ve decided to take up my training advising. 

was there a single moment when 
you knew it was all over?

Obviously the Manny Pacquiao fight was 
an upsetting defeat and a crushing defeat 
but every time I wanted to make a come-
back I’d go in the gym for several weeks 
and try and do it and there just wasn’t 
any fire in the belly to do it no more. 

And err, I did it several times. I even started 
going on the pads, on the body belt with my 
trainer and even that didn’t bring it back 
and then I realised that “Oh it’s probably 
over”. Y’know , you’ve not got that fire that 
you need and that you’ve had for all these 
years and I realised that 12 months ago and 
instead of announcing it then I put it off and 
put it off, and bit by bit I drove myself insane.

regardless of the pacquiao fight, I 
think you’ll go down as certainly 
the most exciting british boxer -at 
least for people of my generation. 
Just how satisfied are you with 
your in the ring achievements?

I’m very satisfied, I mean, I  beat Kotsya 
Tszyu: the number 2 pound-for-pound 

fighter. I beat Jose Luis Castilo, who was 
ranked number 10 pound-for-pound, so I 
beat some of the best fighters in the world 
but the one thing that really got me is that 
I never got to have the number 1 spot.

I got beat by Mayweather and I got beat 
by Pacquiao and it was certainly hard for 
me to come to terms with but at the end 
of the day there’s no shame in getting beat 
by them and I can turn that into some sort 
of comfort that only the best were able 
to beat me, and at the end of the day if 
someone would’ve said to me when I first 
walked through those boxing gym doors at 
10 years old “would you think it would’ve 
come to this?’  the answer would’ve been 
no. So, I’ve got to be satisfied with that now.

as a kid you were on the books at city 
and both your dad and granddad 
played for city's reserves. how ex-
citing is it being a city fan currently 
after winning the fa cup and beatIng 
untied in the semi final?

Very exciting. It’s been a long time over-
due but we’re playing some quality foot-
ball at the minute, we’re getting some great 
players. You know we won the FA Cup 
last year and come third in the league. 

I think we can only get better as the years 
go by and I really do think we’re gonna 
win it this year. I think it’ll be between us 
and Man United, obviously, but if we don’t 
win it this year it’ll certainly be coming 
over the next few years. I think the tides 
are certainly changing and it’s good com-
petition- the two Manchester teams are 
gonna be battling it out and I think even 
the most die-hard United fans would say 
they’re gonna enjoy the challenge now and 
to be honest the Premiership is a lot more 
wide open now. You’ve got City, United, 
Chelsea Liverpool, Arsenal, and Totten-
ham all in the mix and all gonna be fighting 
for it which can only be good for football.

you do think city will at least be 
challenging for it this year?

Oh they’ll be challenging without  a shadow 
of a doubt. I personally, and I am biased, I 
think they’ll win it this year. I think they’ve 
improved from last season and we came joint 
second last season in the end joint on points 
with Chelsea, it was only goal difference why 
Chelsea got second. If we improve on last 
year this season I think it might be our time.

do you ever wonder how far you 
could've gone as a footballer?

I always wonder ‘what if?’, but I think I 
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“I can proudly say that I don't think 
one has ever had a following like

that and to be honest that's the 
best title anyone can have as far 

as I'm concerned.

definitely made the right decision in boxing 
with the way it all turned out and the selfish 
thing about boxing is – it’s the hardest game 
in the world but when you do get success 
you get the glory on your own, you don’t 
share it with any team-mates apart from 
your trainer and manager and the fans. 

It’s the hardest game in the world but when 
you have your arm raised on your own in 
the ring there’s no better feeling than that.

what are your views on the poznan 
celebration city have adopted?

Brilliant, absolutely brilliant. Only 
City fans could do something like that. 

Others are starting to copy us but 
it’s all started at City. We’ve not had 

much to cheer about over the years so 
you’ve gotta have a sense of humour 

to be a City fan so that just sums City 
fans up all over ‘dunnit?

It’s the best football celebration 
you’ll ever see and it’s hilarious. 

I’ve seen it umpteen times now and 
every time I do I’m still laughing. 

back to the ring, how do you rate the 
current state of british boxing?

I think it’s very, very strong. I mean you’ve 
got Carl Froch who is absolutely sensational 
at the minute; I’m glad he’s got back on tel-
evision at Sky TV. Nobody seems to know 
about Carl at the minute and it’s a shame 
really because he’s an awesome fighter and 
he deserves to have more popularity than 
he’s got. 

Amir Kahn, who is a good friend of mine, 
keeps getting better and better with each 
fight and he’s just about to move up the 
weights and do what I did by becoming a 
two weight World Champion, which is bril-
liant. 

Ricky Burns from Scotland is a real success 
story who’s come from nowhere to become 
a World Champion at Super Featherweight 
and, y’know, there’s David Haye. Obvi-
ously his last fight was a bit disappointing 
for the country but David’ll come back and 
no doubt he’ll get on top. He just had a bad 
night at the office against Klitchsko. It’s like 
when I fought Mayweaher and Pacquiao, 
you can’t afford to have a bad night against 
the best.

We’ve got great prospects coming through, 
all the kids from the Olympics. There’s 
George Groves, who had that great win 
against James DeGale, who’s looking good. 

And in my own stable we’ve got Martin 
Murray and my brother, Matthew Hatton, 
knocking on the door and this year they’ll 
both be fighting for world titles. Also Scott 
Quigg, a young lad from Bury who I think 
will be a jewel in British boxing for the next 
few years. He’s a really talented and really 
exciting, nice kid. 

So in all it’s looking really really bright.

In a hypothetical world, which bor 
past or present would you have 
loved to fought at your peak?

I’d probably say Roberto Duran. He was 
my favourite fighter of all time. It’d prob-
ably have been a bit foolish for me to have 
fought Duran but it would have been nice 
to share a ring with him just to find out first 
hand just how good he was. 

and finally, what message would 
you pass onto fans? particularly 
those thinking of taking up the 
sport? 

Oh well , y’know, it’s the greatest game in 
the world whether you’re a World Cham-
pion or just have a few fights and give it a 
go. It’s the greatest sport in the world for 
youngsters; you learn discipline, respect, it 
keeps you health and it keeps you fit. 

Whether you win 101 fights and win world 
titles; or lose 101 fights, when you go in a 
boxing gym you’ll come out a better person 
and for any young person it’ll stand you in 
good stead for life not just for boxing be-
cause it’s that sport that demands respect. 
Respect for your gym mates, respect for 
your opponents ,and it keeps you healthy. 

It’s the best sport in the world for me.

ricky's stable already packs a mighty 
punch and if he continues to demon-
strate his abilities as efficiently as he 
did inside the ring then hatton promo-
tions will soon be amongst boxing's 
elite. 

competition time:

so..being the top bloke that ricky is, 
the former wbc welterweight cha-
mpion of the world has only gone 
and signed a pair of gloves for us to
give way!

for a chance to get your mitts on 
this spectacular prize, all you need
to do is answer the following 
question:

Q: who did ricky defeat in las vegas to
win the wbc international light we
terweight title and take his record
to 43-0?

email your answers,, name and add-
ress to:

cOmps@theladmag.co.uk

and remember to leave a subject 
title of "hatton comp".

gOOd luck!

  Issue 1 | page 41The lad mag     


